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On the Market: Two-story penthouse is ‘like a townhouse
in the sky’ in Midtown Palm Beach

palmbeachdailynews.com/story/business/real-estate/2022/03/25/palm-beach-florida-real-estate-homes-sale-
penthouse-condo/7112301001

After a sleek update to match their minimalists tastes, Hugh and
Karen Kitzis have priced their penthouse in Midtown’s Winthrop
House at $8.45 illion.

Christine Davis

Special to the Daily News
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Karen and Hugo Kitzis, longtime collectors of Mid-Century-Modern furniture and art, have a
discerning eye for architecture as well. When the couple lived in Sarasota, their modern-style
home was designed by the late Paul Rudolph, an architect who in 1958 began a seven-year
tenure as chairman of Yale University‘s Department of Architecture. 

They like the minimalist look. 

As such, when they were shopping for a new condominium in Palm Beach in late 2020,
the Kitzises were attracted to the general aesthetics of a two-floor penthouse in the
Winthrop House at 100 Worth Ave. on the corner of South Ocean Boulevard. 

The Midtown building not only had the clean-lined “bones” they like but offered them an ease
of living. So they gave up their direct-beachfront condo on the South End of town for
the livelier view offered by the Winthrop House penthouse, which looks to the southwest.

“Before, our view of the ocean was a dark hole at night,” Karen Kitzis says.  

In contrast, the evening views from the Winthrop House apartments capture Worth Avenue’s
handsome buildings and high-rises in the distance. 

“The vistas are so wonderful and lush, and at night with all the lights, I feel like its New York
City. It’s like black velvet with twinkles. It’s remarkable,” she adds.  

The couple, however, plans to downsize, and their two-bedroom penthouse – with three
bathrooms and two half baths – is for sale at $8.45 million. The apartment comprises units
No. 713 and PH 13, with a grand total of 3,670 square feet of living space inside and out. It
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is offered for sale through Corcoran Group agents Dana Koch and Paulette Koch. The condo
will be sold with parking for three cars in the garage and two storage spaces.

The entry is on the seventh floor. The foyer opens into a reception room-and-gallery with
a stairway. Just adjacent are the living and dining rooms, which both have terraces offering
views of the Estate Section. The kitchen is open to the dining room for easy entertaining.
Completing the layout on this floor are two powder rooms and the laundry. 

The stairway ascends to a den, which accesses both the ensuite guest bedroom and the
primary suite. Both of the bedroom areas open to a balcony. The primary suite comprises a
bedroom, sitting room, sauna, bathrooms and custom-fitted dressing rooms with built-in
wardrobes by California Closets. 

To make the condo their own, the Kitzises worked with Palm Beach architect William
Langford. The inspiration was Rudolph’s design of their former house on the state’s west
coast.  

“I wanted to mirror his look. Bill Langford helped me accomplish that,” Karen says. “The
penthouse was dated, and I wanted to make it a modern-minimalist home.” 

Their renovations included redoing the bathrooms with Waterworks fixtures, and overhauling
the kitchen with quartz counters, highly lacquered custom-designed cabinetry
and professional-grade appliances. 

Flooring throughout the penthouse is French limestone from Bordeaux, which was diamond-
cut and honed by Haifa Limestone in West Palm Beach. 

“It almost looks like a solid pour,” Karen says. 

They also moved walls to optimize the layout. 

The late Palm Beach developer Michael Burrows developed the Winthrop House in 1970
with eight floors and 122 units. The condominium offers white-glove service, which Karen
and her husband enjoy. Amenities of the pet-friendly building include a heated pool, an
exercise facility and a service staff that includes a full-time manager. A private tunnel
beneath the coastal road connects the building to Midtown Beach. 

“The Winthrop House has everything, (including) a doorman, 24/7, who will bring up
packages and dry-cleaning. Whatever we need done, we call and (the service personnel)
come up and do it. We don’t worry about a thing,” Karen says. 

“Living here is like living in a home, but without the responsibilities of a home. It’s like a
townhouse in the sky.”

 
 


