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Palm Beach homes for sale: Landmarked cottage, circa
1910, has been restored, updated

palmbeachdailynews.com/story/business/real-estate/2021/12/17/palm-beach-homes-sale-landmark-cottage-has-been-
restored-updated/6497310001

Listed about about $10 million, the ocean-block house is near the
ocean at 142 Seabreeze Ave.

Christine Davis

Special to the Daily News

On a visit to Palm Beach from Moorestown, New Jersey, in the summer of 2005, Diane Zeitz
first saw a vintage cottage on Seabreeze Avenue — and she was completely enamored, she
says. 

“My husband, Glenn, and I knew we wanted to live in one of the little neighborhoods in Palm
Beach, and right from the very beginning, I loved the house even before we did one single
thing to it. I looked at it, and something spoke to me,” Diane Zeitz says. 

Buying the property at 142 Seabreeze Ave. was practically inevitable. 
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“I could have lived with it just the way it was, although it would have been difficult,” she says.
“The rooms were very tiny -- the bathroom was 6 by 8 feet. But I loved it, and then we started
to change it to fit the lifestyle a family like ours would enjoy more.” 

Over the years, the Zeitzes have enjoyed their home, which historians estimate was built
around 1910. In 1997, the town granted the house landmark protection. 

But time has moved on and it’s time to sell, as the Zeitzes are planning to move to a
condominium. 

In all, the house and guesthouse have four bedrooms, three-and-a-half bathrooms
and 3,364 square feet of living space. inside and out. Agent Suzanne Frisbie of The
Corcoran Group has priced the property at $9.995 million. 
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The Midtown house stands in the middle of the ocean block of one of the so-called
“Sea streets” —  its neighbors being Seaspray and Seaview avenues — in one of
the oldest platted neighborhoods in town. The street is the third one north of Royal Palm
Way. 

The Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach presented its Polly Earl Award for restorations
of small-scale houses in January 2005 to then-owners Matthew and Amber Trifiro, who had
carried out a historically sensitive renovation of the cottage. 

But there was still more work to be done, Glenn Zeitz says, and the new owners were up to
the task. Diane, he says, “has a great eye for decorating,” and he likes construction
projects.  

They obtained building permits for the home and garage and worked with architect Jim
Paine and Ally Construction Services, a Jupiter firm. The projects included redoing the
electric and plumbing systems, changing the garage into a guest house, and adding a salt-
water pool and a Chicago-brick patio, along with making some changes to the floor plan.
Last year, they installed a new roof and air conditioning. 

In 2017, the Preservation Foundation extended the Polly Earl award to recognize the work
the Zeitzes had done. 
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“I’d like to give credit to my friend of many years, Jane Day,” Glenn says, referring to
the historian and preservationist who for 21 years served as a consultant to the Palm Beach
Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

“We couldn’t have done (the work) without her help and guidance. Plus (we had) the co-
operation of (Planning, Zoning and Building Administrator) Paul Castro in the zoning
department,” Glenn says. 

Heard the latest? Read more Palm Beach real estate news

In her recently reissued ground-breaking 1974 book, “Landmark Architecture of Palm
Beach,” the late Barbara Hoffstot described the cottage and noted its screened-in front
veranda and overhanging roof. She credited E.U. Roddy as the builder.  

“A simple articulation of gables, the frame members, the sills and the smooth stucco surfaces
approach the simplicity of early 20th-century modern architecture, Hoffstot wrote, “while the
shingles recall the 19th-century shingle style. A home such as this could be found in any
small town of the period.”

The veranda accesses the front door, which in turn opens to the foyer and living room. With a
gas-powered fireplace, the living room connects to the family room that accesses the side
porch. 

https://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/real-estate-news/
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The family room adjoins the kitchen and dining room, where a doors open to the back porch
and the pool area. Upstairs are the master suite and two guest bedrooms. 

The new kitchen-and-dining area — originally three small rooms — was opened up and
redone with custom cabinetry and professional-grade appliances. The Zeitzes also updated
the bathrooms. 

The couple also enlarged both the master bathroom, with its marble appointments, and
master closet by borrowing space from what was originally a guest bedroom. 

Outside, the detached guest house is laid out with the living room and bathroom on the first
floor and the bedroom upstairs.  

The Zeitzes have appreciated the home’s midtown location, the specialness of the Sea
streets and the neighborhood association that offers a private gated access point to the
beach. 

“There are only two houses with porches on our block, and having a porch is so much fun,”
adds Glenn. “We spend a lot of time out there. People walk by and you meet your neighbors.
And there’s a sense of history.” 

 
 


